
Maundy Thursday 
 

Gather 
 
As Jesus traveled he spread light wherever he went,  
light that could not be extinguished.  

 

Tonight we  light candles  in honor of  
the women who attended him 
his mother Mary 
the disciples 
 

the crowds who followed him 
the lepers he healed 
the possessed he freed 
 

the poor 
the sick 
the woman who anointed him with oil 
 

the healthcare providers 
those who are alone 
those who are afraid 
 

this Beloved Community. 

 
This night is our calling to go into the world, 

scattered to the ends of the earth 

to love as Christ loved and serve in the name of Christ. 
 

It is our calling to remember, 

even in our darkest hour, who we are and WHY we are. 
 

And we remember that on this night, 

we were taught how to love. 
 

On this night, eternity begins 

and the fullness of God’s Reign begins to spill into our lives. 
 

We remember so that we can go into the world to give ourselves for others, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

To go into the world and love 

in the name of the One who loved you until the end. 
 

It all begins and ends and begins again with Love. 
 

This IS the story. Amen. 



 
Song Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 
against sin, death, evil--—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is 
the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving 
the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our 
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and 
with one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

 
 



Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our 
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Word 
 
The First Story  A children’s version of the Passover story in Exodus  
                                                                                                      ~from Desmond Tutu’s book    
 
Song An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

The Second Story 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with 
Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new 
covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of 
Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
The Gospel (Dramatic storytelling) John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
  

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord according to John      
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 
God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, 
but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who 
was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher 



and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell 
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 
 
  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 
32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Reflection 

 
Song of the Day The Trumpet in the Morning 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 

As children of God, we affirm:  
That God, who is Love, created all and called it good, 
that God is present with all of creation, and that, 
in darkness and in light, God is faithful; 
therefore we, too, seek to be faithful. 
 

That Jesus came to show us Love with a human face, 
that he taught justice and reconciliation and suffered on our behalf, 
and that through his faithful example, he embodies hope 
therefore we, too, seek to be people of justice, reconciliation and hope. 
 



That the Holy Spirit guides and accompanies us, 
that this same Spirit offers wisdom and discernment, 
and that, when we are open, the Spirit can always find a way; 
therefore, we seek to be people filled with God’s Spirit; 
discerning, loving and transforming our world. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
We invite you to share your prayers in the chat features. These prayers will be shared 
during our prayer time. (Pause) United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray 
this holy night for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

You call your people to hand on what we receive from you. Form all the baptized into 
teachers of faith. From one generation to the next, give your church hunger for your 
promises in the sacraments and joy in receiving and sharing your word. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your creation provides all that we need. Cleanse and protect the water you have 
given for washing and drinking, water on which all life depends. Sustain crops and 
herds that provide food; teach us how to live so that there is enough for all. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You redeemed your people from slavery, and yet we remained imprisoned by racism. 
Give us hearts to break these shackles. Preserve people throughout the world who 
flee violence and oppression especially all those who come to our nation as 
immigrants and refugees, those children who were separated from their parents at 
our borders and who remain separated. Establish just leadership in place of tyranny 
and peace in place of war. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Jesus loved his followers to the end. Grant assurance of that love to all who need it: 
those living with guilt, those struggling to forgive, those who are lonely or 
overlooked. Heal the addicted, the abused, the abusers, the sick, and embrace the 
dying. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Jesus washed the feet of the one who betrayed him. Inspire this congregation’s 
ministries of service especially our Compassion Response Team, RentReady, and 
One Big Tent of Portage County,  that we love as Jesus loved us. Give us renewed 
courage to serve. Bless the ministry of deacons throughout the church. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

People of God, what other prayers do you wish to offer on this holy night?  

  



(prayers that have been offered in the chat will be read) 

Your glory shone in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We thank you for 
generations of the faithful who have proclaimed our Lord’s death. Give us hearts and 
minds to learn from the faithful who have gone before us. Unite us with them in hope 
until Christ comes again. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who loves us to the 
end, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Beloved: let us love as Christ loves us and give ourselves, our very lives, as a fragrant 
offering  to God. 

 

Meal 
 
Setting the Table Song Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Offering Prayer 
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, 
that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharist, Holy Communion) 
 
Eucharistic Prayer                                               Eucharistic Prayers, Well & Kocher 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Meek and majestic God… 
  

...praising your name in the unending hymn. 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Self-giving God… 
…who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 
and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper he took the cup. Again he gave thanks, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

Blessed and broken God… 

…one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Holy Things for Holy People. 
 
Communion Song What Feast of Love 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving 
power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of 
your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Stripping of the Altar 
 

Our holy meal is over, the waiting begins. Tonight Jesus was alone, under arrest, and 

awaiting his death. Tonight his friends were alone with their guilt, shame, and fear. 

Tonight many of us are still missing our normal routines, our communities, and 

friends. Many are alone, isolated and afraid, Jesus waits with us all tonight, even as 

we wait with him. Jesus knows what loneliness feels like, what fear tastes like. Jesus 

knows the heartbreak of being alone when you want most to be with people you love. 

Tonight we hold vigil with the sick, the fearful, the lonely, and with all who risk their 

own lives to protect and care for ours.  
 

Tonight we strip this altar just as the Christ’s life was stripped from him. Let us 

cleanse it of all that has come before this moment: of our anxiety, our worry, our 

sorrow, and our shame. Let our minds, for a time, be stripped of its fear and 

discomfort, just as we remember that God, in the form of Jesus, knows what it feels 

like to be stripped of these things as well.  

 

The altar may then be cleared by all present, as each is able. Some blessed wine and 

bread will be moved to the Prayer Room where the vigil will be kept.  The Christ 

candle will be moved to the Chapel as well. When all is stripped, the altar is then 

wiped down with the clean damp cloth, and dried. 

 

Songs during the stripping of the altar 

   

  



Within our Darkest Night 

 

 
 

 
 

  



Song Jesus, Remember Me 

 

 
 


