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Welcome to the Beloved Community! 

We are so glad to have you here with us. 
 
We are a community of faith who are grounded in the ELCA Lutheran and 
Episcopal traditions and who are centered in Jesus. We believe we are called 
to LOVE (working toward the good for another) because God so loves us and 
all of Creation. No exceptions. No outsiders. 
 
We are a mixed bag of pilgrims, so here at the BC, you will have a vibrant 
experience. Some folks like to be more formal; some folks like to be less 
formal. Some folks like contemporary band music; some folks like hymns. 
Because we deeply believe in hospitality, our worship services strive to 
include the spectrum of who we are as God’s people based on the gifts 
present within our community. 
 
We recognize that people use different ways to express their faith and their 
beliefs, so we don’t expect everyone to pray exactly the same way. However, 
we are also a people grounded in the words and ways of the first apostles 

(apostolic); this means some of our prayers have been lifted by voices for 

thousands of years by a myriad of pilgrims. 
 

It is this sense of catholic (meaning the church worldwide and throughout 

time) that connects us to the past as well as to the future. This also provides a 
sense of unity and oneness as we listen and respond to the Living Word to 
shape how we see and listen and respond to the world and our neighbors in 
the present time.  And all this because we are holy, which means we are 

called and inspired by the divine (as all people are) to live into the way of 
LOVE.   
This is who we are, who we are becoming, and who we are practicing to be.  
We won’t always get it absolutely right, but we will keep on trying and 
leaning in.  We would love to have you join us! 
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Prelude/Centering Songs 

 

Lenten Opening 

What have you lost? What keeps you up at night? What do you miss? 

 

Video Mourning by Morning   

 

GATHERING 

 

Gathering Song God Loved the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Jesus said, “The first in importance is, ‘Listen, Israel: The Lord your God is 

one; so love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence 



 

and energy.’ And here is the second: ‘Love others as well as you love 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment that ranks with these.”   

Mark 12: 20-31 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 

shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the 

cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

Children’s Message 

 

The First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16   

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm: Psalm 22:22-30 
 

May all who fear you, O God, give praise; * 

may the offspring of Israel stand in awe, 

and all of Jacob’s line give glory. 



 

For you do not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty, 

neither do you hide your face from them, * 

but when they cry to you, you hear them. 

My praise is of you in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship you. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek you shall praise you: * 

“May your heart live for ever!” 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before you. 

For yours is the royal power, O God; * 

you rule over the nations. 

To you alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before you. 

My soul shall live for you; 

my descendants shall serve you; * 

they shall be known as yours for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that you have done. 

 

The Gospel Mark 18:31-38 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.   

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

           After the Reading of the Gospel  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The Reflection   

 

Song of the Day Community of Christ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 
 

An Affirmation of Belief 

Let us now join our voices in common belief: 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has 

created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s 

presence, to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others, to 

seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our 

judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with 

us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.   



 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

The Peace 

The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 

 

Communion with Art Death into Life 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  God Our Father
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     
    

   
 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Prayer Beloved is Where We Begin 
 

If you would enter into the wilderness, 

do not begin without a blessing. 

Do not leave without hearing who you are: 

Beloved, named by the One  

who has traveled this path before you. 

Do not go without letting it echo in your ears, 

and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart, 

do not despair. That is what this journey is for. 

I cannot promise this blessing will free you from danger, 

from fear, from hunger or thirst, 

from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night. 

But I can tell you that on this path there will be help. 

I can tell you that on this way there will be rest. 

I can tell you that you will know the strange graces 

that come to our aid only on a road such as this, 

that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength, 

that come alongside us for no other cause than to  

lean themselves toward our ear and with their 

curious insistence whisper our name: 

Beloved.      

Beloved.      

Beloved.                                                    Jan Richardson   

from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons 

 

Lenten Closing 
 

 

Video Birthing a New Way                                           from The Work of the People 

 

Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless 

you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving 

Trinity. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

https://janrichardson.com/bookcircleofgrace


 

Sending Song I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements / Fellowship 

 

Study 


