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Welcome to the Beloved Community! 

We are so glad to have you here with us. 
 

We are a community of faith who are grounded in the ELCA Lutheran and 

Episcopal traditions and who are centered in Jesus. We believe we are called 

to LOVE (working toward the good for another) because God so loves us and 

all of Creation. No exceptions. No outsiders. 
 

We are a mixed bag of pilgrims, so here at the BC, you will have a vibrant 

experience. Some folks like to be more formal; some folks like to be less 

formal. Some folks like contemporary band music; some folks like hymns. 

Because we deeply believe in hospitality, our worship services strive to 

include the spectrum of who we are as God’s people based on the gifts 

present within our community. 
 

We recognize that people use different ways to express their faith and their 

beliefs, so we don’t expect everyone to pray exactly the same way. However, 

we are also a people grounded in the words and ways of the first apostles 

(apostolic); this means some of our prayers have been lifted by voices for 

thousands of years by a myriad of pilgrims. 
 

It is this sense of catholic (meaning the church worldwide and throughout 

time) that connects us to the past as well as to the future. This also provides a 

sense of unity and oneness as we listen and respond to the Living Word to 

shape how we see and listen and respond to the world and our neighbors in 

the present time.  And all this because we are holy, which means we are 

called and inspired by the divine (as all people are) to live into the way of 

LOVE.   
 

This is who we are, who we are becoming, and who we are practicing to be.  

We won’t always get it absolutely right, but we will keep on trying and 

leaning in.  We would love to have you join us! 
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Pre-Worship Music  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 

Centering Music     

Please rise in body or spirit after the Centering Music.  

 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Darkness has been vanquished! 
The brilliant light of hope has come! 
 

Come let us worship and celebrate the Good News! 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 

who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you 
water the earth abundantly.  
 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  
 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin 
and raises us up to new life. 
 

Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing through the city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, 
we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and 
throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 
Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Gathering Song Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day    
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive 
and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen 
life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the 
fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word 
Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 Thanks be to God. 



 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 the people will read the text in Bold. 
Give thanks to God who is good;  
                God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

Let Israel now proclaim,  
                “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 

God is my strength and my song  
                and has become my salvation. 
 

There is a sound of exultation and victory  
                in the tents of the righteous: 
 

“The right hand of the Most High has triumphed!  
                the right hand of the Most High is exalted! 
               the right hand of the Most High has triumphed!” 
 

I shall not die, but live,  
               and declare the works of God. 
 

God has punished me sorely,  
               but did not hand me over to death. 
 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
               I will enter them; I will offer thanks to God. 
 

“This is the gate of the Holy One;  
               those who are righteous may enter.” 
 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me  
               and have become my salvation. 
The same stone which the builders rejected  
               has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

This is God’s doing,  
               and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

On this day the Holy One has acted;  
               we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
The Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Matthew 28:1-10                   Please rise in body or spirit. 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the Reading of the Gospel  

   The Gospel of our Lord. 

   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 

Reflection      Please be seated.  
 
 

Growing Song I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me          Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 
Creed 
And now let us affirm our faith and hope by singing:  
 

                                                                                    John Ylvisaker 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Tune: traditional South African   Lyrics (c) 1989 John Ylvisaker All rights reserved. 

 
Prayers of the People 

God of gathering: On this Easter morning, we face continued separation as 

our act of communal love, and we pray that for your church this will be a 

time of renewal and refocus on your mission: to restore all people to unity 

with You and with one another through the Christ’s Way of Love.  Yahweh, 

hear our prayer: 

 Breathe into us a new life, O God. 
 

God of inclusion: as your people, help us to remember that we are bound 

together beyond our national boundaries and that we are a global village. 

Inspire all world, national, and local leaders with your Kingdom Vision of 

peace, justice, mercy, generosity, and love so that living for the common 

good becomes our shared standard. Yahweh, hear our prayer: 

 Breathe into us a new life, O God. 
 

God of compassion: your world is suffering. We have made choices and we 

have taken actions for our personal benefit and for corporate profit at the 

expense of others and at the expense of creation. We have limited our 



 

generosity and restricted our mercy out of fear and disillusion. Keep us 

mindful of our interconnectedness and to the Gospel truth that salvation is 

communal for we know that everyone does better when every one does 

better. Yahweh, hear our prayer. 

 Breathe into us a new life, O God. 
 

God of presence: we ask you to protect and remain with all those who are 

working tirelessly for the health and safety of our neighbors and siblings: 

healthcare workers, caregivers for the elderly and differently abled, 

scientists who are creating medicines and vaccines, crafters who are making 

masks and filters, farmers who are providing food, vendors who are making 

and selling food, stockers who are keeping our shelves supplied, volunteers 

and leaders who are opening food pantries, police and fire officers, our 

public servants in government, teachers and educators, pastors and 

counselors, parents and childcare workers, and all those who are yet 

unnamed. Yahweh, hear our prayer. 

 Breathe into us a new life, O God. 
 

God of mercy: we lift up all those who are suffering, sick, and dying, and we 

invite prayers of intercession to be shared at this time. 

 (PAUSE) 

Yahweh, hear our prayer. 

 Breathe into us a new life, O God 
 

God of resurrection: we pray for those who have died, that they may 

experience the new life of resurrection in you. We invite you to share your 

prayers at this time: 

 (PAUSE)  

Yahweh, hear our prayer. 

 Breathe into us new life, O God. 
 

In you, O God, we trust, we hope, and we believe.  Strengthen us and 

empower us to practice the resurrection of new life your provide in all that 

we do and say.  We pray this in your name, Lord Jesus: 

 Because we know you love it when we pray. AMEN. 

 

Prayer Song Be Not Afraid 

 



 

 
 

 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

 
Blessings and Thanksgivings  Please be seated. 

 
We Bless and Share the Bread and Cup 

 

Offering Sentence  

Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in your conquest of 

death we see the destiny of every hope in you. 

 

Song Low in the Grave He Lay 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

A Coming Alleluia  
 

They say there will be no Easter this year. No hats. No hunts. No hymning.  

No lilies to fill a bright room with a fanfare of pollen. No garden, no angel, 

no victory. 
 

They say that our journey born in sackcloth and ashes will lead us at last 

to nowhere. 
 

And so we sit worried that the tomb, this year, will be found, for once, 

still full. 
 

That Mary and the others will leave with their spices and come back home 

with nothing. That this year the women will finally end their work –  

anoint and then leave empty. 
 

Ssh. Be still. Do you not hear her? Clucking close by like an old mother hen, 

brooding and sighing and stretching her wings? 
 

Fear not, she says, for I did it before –  

in the silence in the dark in a closed and locked room in a world that had 

known only death. 
 

Did I not once prove once for all that there is nothing you can do, no 

decision you can make (for good or for ill) that can stop me rising?  

                                                                                                 Erika Takacs 
 

And now let us sing the prayer of our hearts as Jesus taught us: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Closing Prayer 

Good and Gracious God: We come today, celebrating the open tomb and the 

Risen Christ, knowing that this is still our Truth, and the Truth of this 

Creation.  

But, God, it is hard to claim your Truth just now. It is hard because your 

beloved Creation is experiencing this pandemic ~ a time when we must 

isolate and separate in order to unify for the common good. A time when 

people are still wanting to engage in ways and methods that can no longer 

hold true for the future beyond this pandemic. We are living in a time when 

we must learn new ways of connectedness and put to death the old ways of 

caring only for ourselves and about those who are like us, living as if we 

don’t belong to one another, as if each other’s wellness is not what 

determines our own wellness and wholeness.   

Yes, it is hard to feel the Easter joy we normally feel, but we pray that we 

can grasp the possibility that the promise of Easter is more important in 

these days than perhaps it has been in our lifetime. For it is the promise of 

resurrection ~ new life after death ~ rebirth after letting go and letting die ~ 

deep breaths after a time of isolation and separation ~ which will allow us, 

as your Creation and your reconciled Beloved Body of Christ, to live more 

fully into Your Kingdom. We pray that this is a time of transformation and 

that we do not return to “normal” as it has been, but that we build and live 

into a new “normal” that is fashioned on the Christ, your Way of Love. May 

your Kingdom become our new normal.  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



 

The Blessing  

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, 

fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. May Almighty God, 

who creates, redeems and sustains ☩all life, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Going Song Allelluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks                                     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

Beloved: when the worship ends, keep the party going at home. Have brunch 

(with others in your home or via technology)---maybe special Easter snacks 



 

and here are some wonderful music playlists that have an Easter them to 

keep the dancing and celebration continue! Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

An in-home party commences. Dancing, excited music, and playlists full of 

alleluias are encouraged. The following links are on Spotify:  

https://spoti.fi/2Wivp5H — The Exsultet 

https://spoti.fi/2UbbNO6 — An Alleluias Playlist 

https://spoti.fi/2TXuupt — An Easter Playlist of hymns and secular songs 

 

 

 

 
 

Go to our web site front page and click on Alleluia Poster. 

Then right click on the image to print. 

You will get four pages to color and put together. 

https://spoti.fi/2Wivp5H
https://spoti.fi/2UbbNO6
https://spoti.fi/2TXuupt

